Interview with Andreas Dorner, Managing Director of VSB Holding GmbH

Power to the people

The German energy transition is on everyone’s lips. Also referred to as the Energiewende,
serves as a showcase that switching to green energies is not just wishful thinking. In fact,
it is both ecologically and economically highly reasonable. German company VSB develops
innovative renewable energy concepts, providing jobs as well as green energy to secure a

greener future for its customers and our planet.

“At VSB Group, we have a long-
term vision,” states Andreas

Dorner, Managing Director of VSB
Holding GmbH, who founded the
company 20 years ago. Like for
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many of VSB'’s staff, there is a per-
sonal aspect to the job — he sees
his company’s work in the context
of his holistic worldview and a
sustainable lifestyle. “Our core
competence, or core field of activ-
ity, is the changeover of the energy
market, and that requires more

than just a few years.”

VSB is a full service provider, inde-
pendently developing both photo-
voltaic and wind energy projects.
The company also offers technical
and commercial management and
maintenance services for renew-
able power plants. “In Saxony-An-
halt, we have implemented a large-
scale photovoltaic system on top of
a landfill, and in Saxony we have
realized the wind farm Wolkisch,
which is considered a best practice

in terms of environmental planning -

and local participation,” Dorner
names two German examples of
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VSB Energies Nouvelles, followed
by Poland, Italy and Finland. “To-
day, we are present at 13 locations
across Europe as well as in North
Africa,” Andreas Dorner elabo-
rates. “Investing 1.3 billion EUR in
total, we have contributed to bring-
ing around 1,300 MW to the grid,
which includes services for third
parties. As a result, our projects
supply electricity to more than one

million people every year.”

A common misconception con-
cerning renewable energies is its
cost. “People think of renewables
as more expensive than conven-
tional energy, or that energy supply
fails upon sunset, but that is obvi-
ously not the case,” the engineer
states. “In fact, renewables are
already cheaper than conventional
energy if yod take into account

all externalities. However, there is
still work to be done in the field of

~ security q‘f“supply. Hence, innova-
tfve"iﬁ,ftaétructure, like smart grids

~and 'storage solutions, but also new
business models need to be devel- '_;.
oped. As a part of that endeavour,
we are building VSB's first battery - -

storage device connectedwﬂh a
wind farm.” As the Managrng Dt—
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ply due to unfavourable weather
conditions: “We are talking about
Europe,” he says. “The exchange
of energy through a network across
the countries already works very
well in some larger regions. But
of course, this is also a matter of
politics. In sum, we can state that
Germany has a vanguard position
in turbine technology and encour-
aging the Energiewende. This is

a role model to others who might

follow.”
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